
Holy Name of Jesus Community,

The beginning of the school year is always exciting for me. It has been since I was a teacher, and actually even
since I was a small child. I love the new possibilities, the freshness of the classrooms, reconnecting with
friends, and the idea of meeting new people. I also enjoy the wonder that is built around new concepts that will
be learned. (New concepts are even learned and implemented by our teaching and administrative staff each
year.) Everyone is happy and excited, and there is a constant buzz of new light bulbs illuminating in our minds.

However, this year is even more special. There is something in the hallways, classrooms, and even the office
at Holy Name of Jesus School that is hard to name but is simply contagious. Maybe the excitement of wonder
has permeated every square inch of our building. Maybe our school community is taking the time to slow down
periodically to find God in everyone and everything. Whatever it is, it is working! Holy Name of Jesus School
began this school year with an incredible teaching staff, 530 students, and many notable accomplishments that
were shared with families at Back to School Night. Those accomplishments include:

1. Development efforts producing a profit of over a half million dollars over the past 3 years.
2. Facility upgrades:

a. A new roof to be installed in the next few months,
b. New HVAC systems,
c. A new student support lab, and
d. Playground upgrades on both yards.

3. Tremendous overall school growth on national standardized tests since 2018, bringing our school into
the top quadrant for all subject areas.

a. A 7-point growth in ELA, bringing our score near perfect,
b. A 27-point growth in Reading,
c. A 29-point growth in Math, and
d. A 22-point growth in Science.

4. Scoring above the NATIONAL average in ALL grades in both reading and math on our benchmark
assessment, NWEA MAP, which we use to guide individualized instruction.

5. Receiving one of the highest accreditation scores in the NATION awarded by Cognia through our
accreditation review this spring. Holy Name of Jesus School received the distinction of excelling in 24
areas and being on the right path in 6 areas. No area was identified as insufficient or just initiating. Go
Gators!

So, maybe the excitement in the building is due to a fresh year with new beginnings and endless possibilities.
But, that excitement is definitely grounded on a firm foundation of achievement based on goals and objectives
set in the summer of 2020 all centered around our Jesuit charism. I can’t wait to see what this year brings! God
is so very present in our amazing school. Come check us out! We would love to show you how…

To wonder, to achieve, to make a difference, together!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Wilberg
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